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　In 2017, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) released its new 
Course of Study for Kindergarten (CSK) and new Course of Study for Elementary Schools (CSES), with 
revisions principally being having been made in three areas: “knowledge & ability”, “thought & 
judgment & expressiveness” and “energy for learning & personal development”. 
Close inspection of the “Purpose” in the new CSK’s section on “Childcare Content (Language)”, and 
the “Goal” in the new CSES’s section on Japanese Language Education (JLE), reveals that although the 
latter has undergone extensive revision, the former has remained unchanged. The purpose of this paper 
is therefore to evaluate the amount and kind of continuity which can still be said to exist between these 
two sections (especially as reflected in the wording of these two sections) when one attempts to read 
them in the light of the overall intent and goals of these 2017 revisions. Our conclusion is that although the 
content of the “Purpose” in the new CSK’s section on “Childcare Content (Language)” does not 
particularly follow a conceptual framework describing which kinds of knowledge and abilities should be 
developed in kindergartners, it nevertheless displays considerable continuity with the “Goal” given in the 
new CSES’s section on JLE.
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